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Church Alive! 
• The church is very much alive, and we 

want to explore more of being alive with 
faith, hope and love, and being a 
visionary, prayerful, welcoming, church 
which is involved in our community, 
discovering the full wonder of the 
Christian gospel, healthy, Spirit-filled and 
focussed on Jesus! 



Visionary Church 

20th September 2015 







Vision is a complex word  
• Seeing with our human eyes 

• Seeing in a different way – dreams and 
visions 

• As well as physical vision there is 
spiritual vision 

 



Vision is a complex word  
• Spiritual vision is seeing clearly who God 

is and what He is doing in the present 
time  

• Spiritual vision is also seeing into the 
future  

• ‘straining forward to what lies ahead’  

 



Vision is a complex word  
• So what does it mean to be a visionary 

Church?  

• A clear vision of God 





A clear vision of God 
• God is on every page and in every 

moment, but also sometimes difficult to 
see. 

• God as Creator 

• God as Saviour 

• God as King 



A clear vision of God 
• There are different pathways to seeing 

God more clearly 

– Intellectual – using our minds 

–Relational – significant relationships 

–Serving – helping others 

 



A clear vision of God 
–Worship – when praise and adoration is 

given 

–Activist – passion for justice 

–Contemplative – large blocks of 
uninterrupted time 

–Creation – experiencing the world he has 
made 

 



A clear vision of God 
• Ultimately there is only one way to have 

a clear vision of God  

• We have seen his glory in the face of 
Jesus Christ (2 Corinthians 4:6) 



Visionary Church 
Part 2 

20th September 2015 



A forward-looking vision of 
the church 
•  Jesus said - ‘I will build my Church….’ 

(Matthew 16:18)  

• ‘Go and make disciples of all nations’ 
(Matthew 28:19)  

• ‘Straining forward to what lies ahead’ 
(Philippians 3:13)  

 



A forward-looking vision of 
the church 
• The biggest danger of church life is to be 

content just as we are 

• Grasp the big picture of what God is 
doing  

• ‘Exponential Thinking’  

 



A forward-looking vision of 
the church 
• ‘to him who is able to do immeasurably 

more than all we ask or think…’ 
(Ephesians 3:20-21) 

• ‘not wanting anyone to perish, but 
everyone to come to repentance.’ (2 Peter 
3:9) 



A forward-looking vision of 
the church 
• Desire to grow in our walk with God 

• Desire to grow in our effective ministry 

• Grasping the big picture of what God is 
doing  



A forward-looking vision of 
the church 
• We talk about being a post-Christian 

society  

• We are a vast minority, a powerful 
minority, a growing minority and a 
transforming minority. 



A forward-looking vision of 
the church 
• My dreams go on…. and you will have 

your dreams too.  

• Vision is also about obedience to what 
God has clearly told us to do. 



A forward-looking vision of 
the church 
• ‘The most pathetic person in the world is 

someone who has sight but has no vision.’  
(Helen Keller) 

• Make sure you have a clear vision of God, 
and a forward looking vision of the 
church. 

 



Prayer 

 Gracious God, forgive us for 

underestimating who You are. There are 

no limits to what You can do. May our faith 

grow and may our vision increase, so we 

can hear and understand your ways and 

your will. Glorify Your name in each of our 

lives, in our families and communities 

where we live and work, and in our church 

life together, in Jesus name, Amen    


